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Interview of 7th August 2014 with ERIC SORTINO

Done by SYCOMOREEN



JRV : Ride-on mower, combustion with natural gas¢c EORTINO's Gas-catalysis Company, Site of Saint
Pierre du Mont

JRV : August 7th, 2014, we are in the Gas Catalgsisipany by Eric SORTINO, which takes place 63dee
la Téoulére, 40280 SAINT PIERRE DU MONT (France).

JRV : Sir SORTINO will show us his recent worksget a station of natural gas, and will introduce tioe
advantages of the site where it is lying.

JRV : Good afternoon Sir SORTINO, we are on yoteg and close to your garage. So what are the askets
this site to get natural gas for vehicules (NGV) ?

ESC : The advantages that | believe useful todblbut : we are ideally placed because you havenblehi
the dual carriageway which leads to Saint Sevet,ve@ are at about 500 m from the ring-road, sootoe
here, it is very simple. Moreover, it will be pdssi to fill the tank at any time with an automat®vice which
will be installed.

JRV : So a full tank 24h/24 with the credit-cardvide. There | see the entry which is very easyde, u
especially for heavy trucks. Can you give us moeeigions ?

ESC : I think that in a average future, when thal-duel will be finally allowed in France for thaucks, | have
designed a place where they can get the fuels,ilve/@come both light and heavy vehicles.

JRV : yes, we see indeed that it's very practioalheavy trucks to come on this site, because adaiwout
way is on this place.

ESC : Right,

JRV : Thus it will avoid difficult moving operatiarfor the big engines.

ESC : Exactly.

JRV : Okay. Here is the NGV station that Sir SOROINas installed, therefore, Sir SORTINO, you taddau
lot about the heavy trucks, but does it apply fibieo vehicles ?

ESC : Of course. Here you have the example ofla {iehicle, a ride-on mower, which works with malugas
and with gazoline. Then naturally, one understdahdsclassical cars and light utility vehicles camefit from
this station.

JRV : | agree, this it's true that this exampledsy original with the tondeuse autoportée, but aglyicle in
the daily life can fill their tank of gas here. Eilpersonal cars, utility vehicles...

ESC : Yes.

JRV : so this station is useful for all the peojbleth simple man/woman, and professional workers.

ESC : yes, especially for vehicles which are sédatlose to the station, because for now, the halGV
station is not very dense.

JRV : Okay. All right.

JRV : Sir SORTINO, the daily people are wonderimgw to fill a tank of gas ? May be you will showhd
works.

ESC : Very easy, one takes the Pistole of gasremeves the plug, introduces the pipe and one glibse
JRV : Okay,

ESC : and we push on the switch to turn on the pump

JRV : Very good. Thus to fill the tank, it's vetiynple. It is sufficient to push on this button.

ESC : Absolutely, one pushes on this green buttéimen the filling is over, as the pressure of tiiesfops.
And we remove the pipe of replenishment.

JRV : Okay, let's see the operating tasks to unplug

ESC : Nothing is easier, one hands again the pipewe put back the plug.

JRV : Here it is very easy, safe and secured ®uger.

ESC : Nothing is simpler !

JRV : Very nice !

JRV : Here we are in the office of the Catalysis @@mpany of Sir SORTINO, who works already since a
long time on the subject about gas for vehicles.S80SORTINO, may be can you explain us a bit your
experiences and personal history in this field ?

ESC : Yes, | am a master-craftsman, and initiakchanical worker. We have equipped one thousandlesh
with gas, we started with biogas combustion, iricatfural purposes, thus renewable gas. Then weatad
to liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) in the early Eight after to NGV (compressed natural gas), anthén
2000's years, | did transformations of engines tde/dihydrogen gas. As for now, I'm also respomsibt the
maintenance of engines of cogeneration which ammitg biogas in agricultural enterprises which are
producing electricity and selling it on the electgrid.

JRV : Okay, therefore you alreay have done by yaltimore than 1000 gas-working vehicles.

ESC : Yes.

JRV : And in several technical fields around the gBiogas, LPG, NGV...

ESC : Exact.



JRV : Sir SORTINO, you are working since 30 yeamnsgas-vehicles, you accumulated a great experience
about this subject, could you tell us in a shorhnea the advantages of this combustion ?

ESC : | think that nowadays, one of the main ass#he gas is to reduce our dependence of our opimt
the fossile energies. Especially, we only use g¢aspitoo big amounts, notably for transportations.
Nevertheless, LPG and NGV are alternative energiel,known and perfectly mastered, which are ailayv
to increase the offer, and simply to give more gegc choices.

JRV : Indeed, and probably, there are too econdrabaantages to use this gases as fuel ?

ESC : The gas-fuels are usually less expensivenandyou can fill your tank everywhere in Eurogeyg it is
significant. This is not a solitary initiative.Will never stop, in my opinion, we are now in tha ef gas.

JRV : Okay, thus there are great perspectives ghewtnergetic independance.

ESC : Simply, what | am noticing : now in 2014, tiees is totally forgotten in the energetic sivfay be it is
not a very stimulating topic. Nevertheless regagdine energies in France, the gas is nearly as raach
electricity. We talk about electricity, but not atb@as.

JRV : Especially about the gas coming from statminsnaerobic digestion.

ESC : Indeed, this is the renewable shape of thealayas, that we are importing from abroad.

JRV : Yes, the renewable version of the gas.

ESC : Absolutely.

JRV : All right. About your project of station wiiagives natural gas for vehicles (NGV), can youl&ixpus
the planning of your works, opening to customers ?

ESC : At this time, the station is only for privatee, for my vehicles, and the tondeuse that yoa baen. For
long term, naturally and probably around the 20&arymy goals is to open the station to the pe@pid,then
to offer the 24h/24 usual selling service whilengstredit cards.

JRV : Right. So, as for now, the station is techlhctested to grant that everything is working lwahd then,
in 2015 year, you are foreseeing to open it tqoénaple, especially with a credit card service k@ tgas at any
time.

ESC : Yes, this is right.

JRV : Nice. Thank you very much Sir SORTINO for thils information.

ESC : It was my pleasure.

FIND AGAIN ERIC SORTINO oN http://www.catalgaz.fr
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